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Wel conme to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S.
Environnental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office in
Phi | adel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard copy or
on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly by e-mail
do the foll ow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
|istserver@ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the nessage:
subscri be usepar 3news (your nane)
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AGREEMENT REACHED AT MALVERN, PA TCE SUPERFUND SI TE

On Decenber 13, a consent decree was filed in federal court
providing for a full cleanup of the Malvern TCE Superfund Site.
The site, located in East Witeland Townshi p, Chester County,
includes a five-acre parcel where the solvent TCE was processed,
contam nating the soil and groundwater. The consent decree was
signed by EPA, the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania and 34 ot her
potentially responsible parties.

ARMY REMOVI NG ORDNANCE AT FORMER NANSEMOND DEPOT, VA

To protect nore than 2,000 Ti dewater Comrunity Col | ege students
and faculty nearby, the EPA and the Arny began work this week
removi ng ordnance and expl osi ve hazards at the Fornmer Nansenond
Ordnance Depot in Portsnouth, Va. The buried nunitions pose no

i medi ate threat to the community, if left in place and

undi sturbed. However, if future use of the property should

di sturb them they could explode. From 1917 to 1960, the Defense
Department used the site to assenble, store and destroy mlitary
muni ti ons and weaponry. Since 1960, Nansenond has been owned by
various private and public entities.

COVPLAI NTS AGAI NST TWO DC CONCRETE PLANTS FOR WATER VI CLATI ONS

On Decenber 30, EPA filed conplaints against the Driggs Corp. and
Qpportunity Concrete for violations of the Clean Water Act at



their concrete facilities in Washington, D.C. Specifically, the
facilities have di scharged pollutant-1laden storm water and
wastewater to stormsewers |leading to the Anacostia River w thout
a permt. EPA seeks a civil penalty of $33,000 from each conpany
for these violations.

EPA FI LES COVPLAI NT AGAI NST W/A COAL COMPANI ES FOR “ BLACKWATER’

On Decenber 30, EPA filed a conpl aint agai nst Catenary Coal and
El k Run Coal Conpanies for discharging “blackwater” into nearby
wat erways in violation of the Cean Water Act. Catenary Coal’s
di scharge caused di scoloration of the water in the Pointlick Fork
of Canpbell’s Creek in Kanawha County, WVa. El k Run’s discharge
discolored Little Elk Creek. EPA seeks a civil penalty of $33,000
from Catenary Coal and $22,000 from El k Run Coal .

Cl RCU T COURT REVERSES LONER COURT ON SUPERFUND CLEANUPS

Reversing a | ower court judgnent, the U S. Court of Appeals in
Phi | adel phia has reinstated the federal governnent’s |awsuit

agai nst Cccidental Chem cal Corp. over the cleanup of the Centre
County Kepone Superfund Site in State College, Pa. Inits
Decenber 28, 1999 opinion, the appeals court ruled that EPA acted
withinits legal authority when it ordered Occidental in Mrch
1997 to participate in a cleanup plan that EPA had negoti at ed

w th Ruet gers-Nease Corp. The agency had nanmed both conpani es as
“potentially responsible parties,” or PRPs, that nay have
contributed to the hazardous substances found at the site.
Witing for a unani nous three-judge panel, G rcuit Judge Walter
Stapl eton rejected Cccidental’s argunent that the Superfund | aw
barred EPA from ordering non-settling parties to participate in a
cl eanup plan negotiated with other PRPs.

BALTI MORE O L REFI NER AGREES TO PENALTY/ UPGRADES

Bayway Refining Co. will pay a $28,000 penalty to settle

al l egations that the conpany violated federal oil spill
prevention regulations at its 35-acre termnal in Baltinore.

In a consent agreenent with EPA, Bayway al so agreed to conplete
two special projects, at an estimated total cost of $93,000, to
i nprove spill prevention safeguards at the termnal -- a 31.4-
mllion-gallon fuel storage facility | ocated near Curtis Bay.

PH LA TO TEST FOR LEAD | N DRI NKI NG WATER AT DI STRI CT SCHOOLS

On Decenber 31, the Phil adel phia Heal th Departnent signed an
agreenent with the Phil adel phia School District to test drinking
wat er for possible | ead contam nation of the buildings’ plunbing
systens. The EPA has issued guidance to schools to test tap water
for lead. |If lead levels are 20 ppb or above, the school needs
to take the necessary corrective action. Mre than 250 school s



will be sanpled as part of this children’s health and safe
drinking water effort.

EPA RELEASES DRAFT GUI DANCE RELATED TO CSO CONTROL POLI CY

The agency has submtted to Congress an outline of its draft

gui dance for reviewing water quality standards and desi gnated
uses for waters that receive conbined sewer overflows (CSOs).

The guidance is a key piece of the national CSO Control Policy
whi ch requires states and nunicipalities to devel op | ong-term

pl ans for controlling CSOs as needed to help attain healthy water
qual ity standards. The draft guidance provides infornmation on the
policy, programmati c and technical guidance the agency is
currently developing for public review and comment in April 2000.
The draft guidance is available on the Internet at

http: / ww. epa. gov/ ost/ cso.

DE’'S NONPO NT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GETS EPA APPROVAL

EPA has approved Del aware’ s update of its Nonpoi nt Source
Managenent Pl an, maki ng Del aware the second state in the Region
to have its revised plan approved. As described in the C ean

Wat er Action Plan, states that update their Nonpoint Source
Managenment Plans will be eligible for additional funding under
Section 319 of the Cean Water Act. The Managenent Pl an
establishes inportant |ong-termgoals to inprove Del aware’ s water
quality and short-termactions to achieve these goals.

EPA | SSUES PROPOSED ORDER TO BRADFCRD, PA O L CO

BDH O | Conpany owns and operates 29 enhanced oil recovery
injection wells at a facility |located near Bradford, Pa. EPA has
notified BDH several tinmes since it began operation of the
facility that it needs to submt an adequate financi al
responsibility denonstration for the pluggi ng and abandonnent of
its injection wells in accordance with Underground I njection
Control (U C) regulatory requirenents. To date BDH has not
conplied. The provisions of the proposed order, issued Decenber
30, will require BDH to submt the financial responsibility and
to pay a $11,000 penalty. The conpany has 30 days to request a
hearing or a conference with EPA;, otherwi se the order wll be
finalized. The conpany will face termnation of their U C permt
if they fail to conply with the order

PERM TTI NG OF WOODROW W LSON BRI DGE UNDER WAY

The Federal H ghway Adm nistration proposes to build a new 12-
| ane bridge to replace the existing WIson Bridge between

Al exandria, Va. and Oxon HIl, M. over waters belonging to
Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Colunbia. The project
wi |l involve substantial construction scheduled to begin in



Cct ober 2000. Storm water discharges fromthese construction
sites nmust be authorized under the wastewater discharge permt
program The existing stormwater Milti-Sector Ceneral
Construction Permt will be applicable for the D strict of
Colunmbia, by filing a Notice of Intent (NO); the Maryland State
H ghway Adm nistration and the Virginia Departnent of
Transportation will be filing NOs for the respective state
general stormwater permts. Besides the NOs, an additional
requirenent will be to develop stormwater pollution prevention
pl ans for each jurisdiction.

COWMPLAI NT | SSUED TO BERKS COUNTY, PA SURG CAL SUPPLI ER

Surgical Specialties Corp., a manufacturer of precision nedical
devi ces, has been cited for excessive discharges of lead fromits
plant in Shillington, Berks Co., Pa. According to EPA's

adm ni strative conplaint, in five separate nonths between June
1996 and June 1999, the conpany violated Cean Water Act |imts
on the discharge of lead to a publicly owned wast ewater treatnent
wor ks. The conpany’s plant di scharges wastewater to a pl ant
operated by the Joint Minicipal Authority of Wom ssing Valley.
EPA proposes a $19,000 penalty for these alleged violations.

Al R PCLLUTI ON CONTROL GRANTS AWARDED

Clean Air Act grants totaling nore than over $8.2 mllion were
recently awarded to states and | ocal governnments. Gants were
awar ded to Pennsyl vani a, Del aware, West Virginia, Muryland,

Al | egheny County, and the Md-Atlantic Regional Air Managenent
Associ ation. This year’s grant fundi ng exceeded the FY99 grants
by nearly 10 percent. In a year that witnessed many changes in
air pollution control standards and the ongoi ng devel opnent of a
national air toxics strategy, process inprovenents and tinely
gui dance resulted in the grants being awarded earlier than any
year in the decade of the 90s.

FLUORESCENT LAMP RECYCLI NG RULE NEWY EFFECTI VE

The Lanp Recycling Rule, effective January 6, allows that any
entity that otherw se generates hazardous waste, can separate
fluorescent |anps from hazardous waste and instead nmanage the

| anps as universal waste if they are kept intact and sent to a
recycling facility that would properly manage the nmercury, gl ass
and netallic parts. The designation of the |anps as universal
waste is allowed when a sate adopts this rul emaking, or has
previously petitioned EPA to include fluorescent |anps as a

uni versal waste. The rule does not apply to household waste or to
smal | busi nesses that generate small quantities of hazardous
waste. Al though EPA strongly encourages househol ds and snal

busi nesses to recycle these |lanps, they are not prohibited from
di sposing | anps as nuni ci pal solid waste. Sonme waste haul ers have



m sinformed smal |l busi nesses and househol ds that EPA wi |l not
all ow fluorescent lanmps in trash. Region IIl and our State
partners will ensure that all entities are properly informed of
the fluorescent |anp recycling or disposal options avail able.

SO L TEST RESULTS FROM PHI LA LOGAN SECTI ON ARE BACK

EPA briefed community | eaders, congressional representatives

i ncludi ng Sens. Specter and Santorum and nedia on January 10 on
the results of 230 soil sanples the agency took in Novenber 1999
in the Logan Section of Phil adel phia. Sanple results show six
areas of elevated | ead contam nati on. EPA proposes to renove the
contam nated soil fromthose six areas and cover it with clean
soil or gravel. The agency is currently working with the City
and its Health R sk Managenent Departnment to see that those areas
are addressed in early spring.

TONS OF PCB SO L REMOVED FROM FT. EUSTI'S, NEWPORT NEWS

More than 1,600 tons of polychlorinated bi phenyl (PCB)

contam nated soil and sedi nent have been renoved fromthe Ft.
Eusti s hazardous waste site and | oaded onto railcars for transfer
to atoxic waste landfill. The renmoval will prevent further

m gration of PCB-contam nated soil and sedinent into Bailey
Creek, and preserve the adjacent wetland areas surroundi ng Bail ey
Creek. The renoval is scheduled to be conpleted by m d- February
and will be followed by wetlands restoration, a feasibility
study, and |l ong-term nonitoring.
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